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OK, about legal research
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1.  Legal research



Legal research Use cases
▪ Brainstorm

▫ No idea of what kind of law?
▪ Preliminary Analysis

▫ Factual analysis
▫ Generate expanded search terms
▫ Bonus: Generate a Boolean Search 

for your platform
▪ Provide recommended starting points
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2.  Conceptual 
understanding



Understanding complex information
▪ Simplify complex doctrines and case 

holdings
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Understanding complex information
▪ Simplify complex doctrines and case 

holdings
▪ Summarize and review readings, 

student’s own summary, ask what’s 
missing

▪ Create hypotheticals on a topic, have 
GenAI review your analysis

▪ Socratic Tutor (aka Study Buddy)
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3.  Study and class 
preparation



Study and class prep
▪ Create flashcards or Q&A study aids
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▪ Black-letter law review
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Study and class prep
▪ Create flashcards or Q&A study aids
▪ Black-letter law review
▪ Progressive questioning (scaffold from basic to 

complex)
▪ Mini drills (“Give 15 T/F questions…”)
▪ Self-testing (“here’s part of an outline, quiz me 

on these rules…”
▪ Issue spotting (“here’s a short hypo; ask me 

open-ended questions to guide my analysis”) 20



4.  roleplay



Use generative ai for legal roleplay scenarios
▪ interactive exercises to act out legal 

scenarios
▪ build practical skills, deepen legal 

understanding, and develop 
professional judgment in a low-risk, 
interactive environment
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Use generative ai for legal roleplay scenarios
▪ Client interview practice
▪ Deposition preparation
▪ Interview preparation
▪ Client counseling roleplay
▪ Witness preparation
▪ Negotiation roleplay
▪ Client intake
▪ Conflicts check
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Use generative ai for legal roleplay scenarios
▪ Judge role in Moot Court or Oral 

Argument
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Any questions?
You can find me at:

▪ rtruman@lclark.edu
▪  @robtruman.bsky.social 
▪ lawlib.lclark.edu
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